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omniscient Fire, bom of Brahman and realised Him, then
he obtains everlasting peace.
This stanza reads today as a strange riddle, and,
certainly had it not been for Sri Sankara's commen-
tary, the modern students of the Upanishad would
have gasped at this stanza. But that need not neces-
sarily mean that even in the days of the Vedic Period
these stanzas were equally confusing riddle bits. At
that time students were so well grounded in the Vedic
lore and practices that to them this language was self-
explanatory and needed no special commentary. And
wherever special commentary was needed, certainly,
the great Rishis of the Upanishads must have given
their students long discourses and explanations.
"Three-fold Nachiketa Fire" (a) It may mean
one who has performed thrice the Nachiketa Sacrifice,
or (b) it may mean he who learns, knows and per-
forms the 'Nachiketa-Fke-Sacrifice*, (c) Since Nacfai-
keta-Fire seems to be a form of Agnihotra* " The
three" may mean the usual Garhapatya-fire, Ahavcmtya-
fire, and the Dakshina-fire.
United with the 'three': Here again it may mean
(a) one who has the three great influences, viz., the
father, the mother and the teacher, Le.9 he who has
these three great forces of blessings and who, through
obedience and reverence to them all, has come to
claim their blessings. Or (&) the 'three' may refer
to the three sources-of-knowledge, viz., Direct Expe-
rience (prathyaksha pramand), Inference (anwnana
pramand) or Words of the Wise (agamas). Accord-